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NEWSLETTER
Obituary
Graham Benn a member for
many years, he also gave talks
to the Civic Society

Town Mayor
The new Town Mayor gave the
Bourne Civic Society, a good review in the last issue of Discovering Bourne
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October meeting
Monday 17th October 2016
Venue Wake House at 7.30pm
The Speaker is Mr Gerald Taylor of
the CPRE (Chairman)
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Latest News
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tion and manning Baldocks Mill.
R4D
Visiting Groups
The exhibition was well attend dur- The story R4D, one of Bourne’s
VINTAGE CARS IN BOURNE
ing the Heritage open days.
famous racing cars and once RayGood comments in the visitors
mond Mays’ personal car is
A Group of Vintage Cars visited
book.
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Eastgate were Raymond May’s Mill archive have been converted
Its publisher is Porter Press Interon a new CD format.
lived all of his life. The group
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Owen. Mr R.Mays.
good news about that is it will
We are looking for photographs of
remain in the UK and will still
the following people, Sister
be seen taking part
Bristow, Mrs D. Stanton. Mr T.
in appropriate events
Barthorpe. Station Officer Mr G.
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Editors Brenda and Jim Jones. neskin@btinternet.com

When the gas works lit our streets, homes
and offices
by REX NEEDLE
The gasworks served Bourne for more than a century, producing coal
gas to provide light and heat for much of the town until electricity
started to compete because of its cleaner operation and safer
installation.
The country’s first commercial gasworks was built in London in 1812
and others soon followed, the Bourne Gas Light and Coke Company
being formed in 1840 with premises in Eastgate, erected at a cost of
£2,000 and the first project was to install gas lighting in the Abbey
Church.
The Eastgate premises, now known as Gas House Yard, were
enlarged in 1868 to meet the demand and again in 1878 when the
mains were laid as far as the Market Place. By this time, coal gas was
being used for heating and lighting in homes, shops and business
premises, as well as for street lighting with 56 incandescent gas lamps
at various points around the town which were lit on dark evenings.
Central to the supply system was the gasometer, a massive metal
telescopic holder containing the domestic supply ready for
distribution. Three were eventually erected to serve the town, each
bigger and better than before, the last with a capacity of 40,000 cubic
feet being installed in 1908.
The Bourne Gas Light and Coke Company ceased trading on 31st
March 1914 and went into liquidation prior to being sold to Bourne
Urban District Council which paid almost £14,000 for the business. In
1934 the service was extended to Dyke when the urban council laid a
mains pipe to the village and the streets were lighted with gas lamps
for the first time.
-1Re-organisation of the gas supply industry brought about the closure
of the gasworks in 1957. The Eastgate buildings were demolished in
1960 and the new BRM workshops were built on the site although the
huge gasometer remained in use on the opposite side of the road for
several years. By 1965, Bourne's supply was being piped in from
North Killingholme on Humberside and there were 1,400 consumers
in the town with the demand rising steadily.
Responsibility for gas distribution subsequently passed from the
council to the East Midlands Gas Board and then to British Gas in
1973 and our supply no longer comes from coal but from the North
Sea and is brought into the town through a complicated pipeline
network from the east coast.
ê This article is reproduced from A Portrait of Bourne, the definitive
history of the town on CD-ROM. A copy of the disc may be obtained
by emailing bournehistory@btinternet.com
Archive photograph shows the gasworks being demolished in 1960.

