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Dear Members, A Perfect Christmas
Present

We hope this newsletter finds you well. The Bourne Identity by Anthony

As always, we are incredibly grateful for Jennings

your continued support, involvement, A perfect Christmas gift for those with

and enthusiasm. It has been a busy and an interest in Bourne’s heritage.

productive period for the Bourne Civic

Available from Bourne Bookshop and

Society. from publisher Shaun Tyas.

Recent weeks have seen a variety of THE BOURNE IDENTITY
activities, including pop-up displays at
Wake House during the Worth
Bicentenary celebrations, a private visit
from some very special guests, and the
confirmation of a grant towards essential
works at the mill.

A Successful Charles Worth
Celebration

The Bicentenary of Charles Frederick Worth, father
of haute couture, was celebrated in style, with visitors
and local residents exploring the various events and
displays across Bourne.

Despite Baldocks Mill unable to open to the public, we
were still able to showcase our authentic Jean Philippe
dress at Wake House. Our thanks go to Wake House
for providing a space to present this wonderfully
elegant garment.

Additional dresses made by volunteers several years
ago were also considered for display; however, due to
their delicate and intricate construction, we felt it best
to keep them safely at the museum.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Joanne
Hill, archivist at Trinity College, Cambridge, for
volunteering her time to help pack and transport the
Jean Philippe dress and bustle. During her visit,
Joanne also kindly archived several of our other Photo - Joanne Hill and Jamie Lawrance
items.
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BMRC Special Visit

On 13th November, we were delighted to welcome
John Kerruish from Bourne Motor Racing Club and
his guests, including Ian Titchmarsh, for a private

viewing of the BRM collection.

Our own Peter Dobson, whose immense knowledge
of the motor racing world is invaluable, led a highly
engaging tour. We thank Peter for giving his time,
and we extend our gratitude to BMRC for their
generous donation towards essential work at the mill.

Photo - Peter Dobson, John Kerruish, Ian
Titchmarsh and Peter McFadyen

Green Light for Heritage
Works

We are delighted to share the news that
Bourne United Charities will be kindly
donating 50% towards the cost of the
upcoming essential building works.

The BUC do such wonderful things for the
town, and I am sure you will join me in
thanking their generosity.

This is extremely welcome news. Once we
receive confirmation of a starting date
from the contractors, we hope to gain a
clearer idea of the project timeline and, in
turn, when the Heritage Centre may
reopen to the public.

Donations

I am always incredibly proud of our
members, whose dedication to preserving
Bourne’s heritage shines through in your
generosity. Your contributions enable us to
continue our important work in sharing and
safeguarding our local history.

I would also like to say that we have kindly
received £250 donation from the Elsea Park
Events Team who are a small team of
volunteers that put on events for the
community - not just Elsea Park residents,
but whoever wishes to attend, and money
raised is then put back into the community
via donations.

The BCS would like to say a big thank you.

New Committee Members

We are pleased to welcome two new
members to the committee:

Normon Stroud — Treasurer

John-Luke Francis — who may well be
the youngest committee member in our
history at just 21 years old!

(This also means I am no longer the

youngest on the committee...)

Thank You

We wish you all a very happy Christmas
and look forward to seeing you in the
New Year.

Thank you once again for your ongoing
commitment to the Bourne Civic Society.
Your support enables us to continue
preserving and promoting our rich local
heritage.

Warm regards,

The Bourne Civic Society Committee
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