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Dear Members

I hope you all have had a great start to 2026.
First of all, the committee would like to say thank you to everyone who has subscribed to 
the Bourne Civic Society as we head into another busy year of talks and events. If you 
haven't had the chance to re-subscribe may I take this opportunity to remind you that 
membership will lapse if subscriptions are not recieved by 31st March 2026.
I would also like to say that the year will see increased activity at the heritage centre as the 
work continues to come along nicely and at a steady pace.
We currently have Andy Smith Electricians working on our electrics bringing them up to 
standard. Upon completion we will be issued with an EICR certificate which means we will 
be another step closer to opening the centre.
We also have the new fire alarm system being installed in February.
We really are looking forward to the day when we can open the doors to the public once 
more to showcase our wonderful heritage.

Xmas Donations

I would like to say many thanks to the kind people who 
donated Christmas items for our Christmas window 
display at Baldock’s Mill. We have received such 
wonderful and kind comments saying how the display has 
made the building look cosy and much more appealing as 
one approaches the South Street double bend.

Keep an eye out for a new display coming soon…

The Bomb Squad in Bourne

You may have noticed in December 2025 that there had been unusual 
activity, notably the bomb disposal unit, in the town centre outside the 
Old Town Hall. This was due to the old naval shell which will be soon 
transported to its new home at the Heritage centre.
Whilst undergoing a risk assessment it was noted that there had been no 
paperwork or any documents of any kind stating that the shell was safe 
despite it being moved once or twice around the town already.
The bomb squad were rightfully called in and gave the shell the all clear. 
In February the shell will make its way to the heritage centre.
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The above items were donated by Tina and Terry Barnatt
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Woods at Risk - Cedar Drive Planning Application
written by Civic member Sarah Roberts

Planning Application - S25/2469 - Land off Cedar Drive

The Friends of Bourne Wood, amongst many other groups, are expressing our concern 
and objection to the planning application submitted to SKDC for the 60 dwellings off 
Cedar Drive.  The field subject to the planning application is adjacent to Bourne Wood, 
which is an ancient woodland site.  The field currently provides for a buffer zone 
between the woodland and any development.  The meadow is unusual as it 
borders woodland, and the old ridge and furrow can still be seen, it creates additional 
habitat, and is an important fire-break from the woodland to the housing.

The field is also excluded from development in the current and emerging SKDC local 
plan due to its proximity to the woodland, and is excluded from the forthcoming 
neighbourhood plan for the same reason.  It is also on the edge of development and of 
course is a greenfield site.

Within the field is the historic feature of the 'blind man's well', which although outside 
the application could be affected by it., especially by drainage.  Two public 
footpaths cross the site, and the field is often waterlogged, therefore flooding of new and 
existing houses may be a concern.

I would therefore urge members of the public to view the application (S25/2469) on the 
SKDC website and express their opinions to SKDC before the closing date which has 
now been extended to February 13th.  We have been sharing this information amongst 
our members and on our social media sites, along with many residents of Cedar Drive 
who have been informing members of the public of this application.

A Cold Subject, but a Warm Welcome!
The society would like to say thank you to our January speaker, Malcolm Scrivens for 
his captivating talk about Roald Amundson, a pioneer for polar aviation.
Malcolm has kindly shared a link to the videos relating to Amundson which I will share 
on social media and via email.
It may have been quite a cold night but Malcolm's wonderful engaging personality 
certainly was warming as the audience hung on his every word.
May I say thank you to all those in attendance. We look forward to seeing you all at our 
next meeting on 16th February (7:30pm) at Wake House where we welcome Rob Pitman 
who will be giving his talk about the project called -Future of the Past.
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