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Our 2025 programme continued on February 17" when Len Causton, a retired British
Transport Policeman told us about his carrier with the BTP and his time as one of the
officers serving on the Royal train which travelled to many parts of the country with HM
Queen Elizabeth II and other members of the Royal family.

Our AGM on March 17th saw a good attendance to formally adopt the minutes of the
previous AGM, the Annual Report and the Examined Accounts for 2024. At the end of the
meeting a bouquet was presented to Brenda Jones and a gift card to her husband Jim. A
bouquet was also give to Lesley Patrick who also stood down as vice chairman.

On April 14th we look forward to welcoming Dr Michael Gilbert who will tell us more
about The Centre for Fenland Studies and the VCH Lincolnshire.

And on May 19 Alison Carr and Alison Ray will tell us about the current work of
The Aveland History Group, including its involvement with the Worth 200 celebrations -
marking the 200th anniversary of Charles Frederick Worth, the Parisian fashion designer,
who spent the first decade of his life in Bourne. His father was a solicitor who lived and
worked at what is now Wake House.

Both these meetings will be in the Baxter Room, Wake House, North Street, Bourne,
starting at 7.30pm.

Our meeting on Sunday June 15th will be a visit to Heckington Mill - the only working
eight-sailed windmill in the country. We meet at Heckington at 2pm for a tour (cost £5).
Refreshments will be available at an additional cost. Places, which are limited, will need to
be pre-booked and you will need to arrange your own transport.

In January Peter Putterill, one of our long-standing members, and former chairman and
secretary, passed away. Peter was a fount of knowledge about motor racing and, among
other things, was responsible for the research, design and layout for the Raymond Mays
Room and the cataloguing of the Raymond Mays collection of photographs which were
found in a suitcase at Raymond’s lifetime home, Eastgate House, following his death in
January 1980. They were donated to the Society by Dr Michael McGregor, one of Mays’
executors. Also during his years on the Society’s committee for the monitoring of planning
applications, particularly those affecting listed buildings and Bourne Conservation Area.
Despite moving to Norfolk Peter remained interested in the Society and our motor racing
heritage, attending many of the events in the town when BRM cars were on display. Our
sympathies to his wife Vivian, his two daughters and their families.
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Commitment and dedication are the two words which spring to N, \
mind when we think of Brenda and Jim Jones, writes Steve ' |
Giullari.

For 26 years, Brenda has devoted a great portion of her life to
the Bourne Civic Society and to the running of the museum here
in Bourne. Jim has also dedicated a great portion of his life to the
running of the mill, but he has also spent time in the making of
the wheel at the mill.

Brenda and Jim, with their commitment and dedication,
certainly have earned their place in the pages of Bourne’s history
and in the mill’s history. Anyone who has frequented the office & i 2
will have noticed the photos on the wall. One would be hard Jim and Brenda Jones with town mayor
pushed to find a group photo of the Civic Society where there is Helen Crawford. Photo: Helen Crawford
an absence of Brenda and Jim’s presence. You will also notice in the photos that Brenda wears the biggest
smile, because simply the Bourne Civic Society has been her passion and her life.

It is a very sad occasion for the Civic Society that Brenda has understandably stepped down as chair-
man, and both Brenda and Jim have come off the committee. It has been an absolute honour for the society
to have had such wonderful people as part of the Bourne Civic Society family. They will both be dearly
missed, but they will always be remembered for their strong character and their tireless work for the society.

Brenda and Jim would like to say thank you to the Society committee and members for the send off they
received at the AGM. Brenda said: “We were both very touched. We will miss being so involved but we
enjoyed it.”

It is with great honour and an absolute pleasure that I introduce myself as the new
chairman of the Bourne Civic Society. I will give the position the same passion,
dedication, and commitment that I have given to the Bridge 234 campaign, Bourne castle,
and the Bourne History Group (both the forum and the management team).

I am super excited and really looking forward to progressing the Bourne Civic Society
in a positive direction. In order to achieve this, I have a fantastic team to work with:

Vice Chairman — Jamie Lawrence, who you will all know as the son of the legendary
Brian Lawrence. Jamie also runs the South Lincs War Memorial website and Facebook page with his wife
Sue. He was also one of the organisers of the very successful BRM day.

Treasurer — Jonathan Smith, who needs no introduction. His service to the Bourne Civic Society as the
treasurer has been outstanding. Jonathan also does talks for the society which are always well attended.

Anthony Jennings. He has been deeply involved with civic matters, including local planning, and the
Bourne Parish Neighbourhood Plan. He is also the author of the Bourne Identity. Anthony has a rich
knowledge of architecture, and he has used this knowledge for the benefit of Bourne.

Diana Bell, a long serving member of the Civic Society who has a real love for Baldock’s Mill. Diana
follows in her father’s footsteps in her commitment to the success of the mill as a thriving place for the
community.

Adele Read. Adele has a real passion for marketing and social media. Adele’s input for Wake House and
Bourne United Charities has seen both organisations positively raise their profile.

The committee and I look forward to working with our wonderful volunteers and members who hold our
town with great pride. You are the Civic Voice, and with your help, we can make the voice of Bourne heard,
and make Bourne the best version of itself. Steve Giullari




